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Marvin’s Story Time Show Literacy Programme 

Promotes: Literacy, Language, Oracy, Communication, Vision, Joy 

What is Marvin’s Story Time Show? 

Marvin’s Story Time Show is an evidence-based literacy programme 

enabling access to literacy for children and young people who have low 

vision, cerebral vision impairment (CVI) complex needs or Profound and 

Multiple Learning Disabilities (PMLD) 

MSTS has become a vehicle for change in SEND classrooms and 

home learning environment, leading to a change in teaching practices, 

reducing barriers, enhancing engagement, and contributing to improved 

learner outcomes in SEND settings. 

MSTS adopts accessible, inclusive teaching strategies that actively 

engage ‘hard to reach’ learners with literacy, creating enjoyable 

experiences for both students and educators. 

The free resource is accessed live or on demand by schools and 

families. Every element of MSTS is intentional and is underpinned by 

inclusive pedagogy. Accessibility features include black backgrounds, 

high-contrast visuals, minimal visual clutter, simple layouts, a single clear 

voice, repetition and the absence of background music.  

Central to the programme is Marvin, a fun, relatable character, whose 

enthusiastic storytelling builds trust, engagement, and a sense of joy and 

belonging. For many learners, this transforms literacy from a passive 

activity into something they actively look forward to. 

The resource focuses on increasing visual attention and engagement, 

listening and responsiveness, language and oracy, and communication 

and interaction. 
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Published Research 

‘Describing the impact of an accessible literacy programme for 
children with profound and multiple learning difficulties on 
teaching staff’ 

Author: Professor Rachel Pilling and Gwyn McCormack 

Published in: NASEN Support for Learning Journal 

Publication date: 14th May 2026 

 

Links to Frameworks 

Marvin’s Story Time Show Literacy Programme is linked to the 

following frameworks: 

Curriculum for children and young people with vision impairment 

Area 2: Sensory Development, Area 3: Communication, Area 4: 

Literacy  

The Engagement Model 

Areas: Initiation, persistence, anticipation, realization, and exploration 

• Progress can be demonstrated across all 5 areas of the 

Engagement Model, in particular persistence and realization. 

 

Positive Looking Visual Skill Areas 

Visual attention, fixation, tracking, scanning, visually directed reaching, 

visual discrimination of images. 

Sign up: FREE Marvin’s Story Time Show  

Free shows are held live on ZOOM year-round, open to schools and 

families. Recordings are available on Marvin’s Story Time Channel for 

replay. 

Watch the one-minute explanation of the programme 

Watch the 20-minute webinar about the programme 
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